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INTRODNCT N °

This pitot auavey on the staius und distsrbution of
Fidu'.ng Cat on 25.0.88 was ia condlrmalion of wur
previous survey Lxip 2o the area on 1%.6,33, and

the xeport ie prcpaxed on the basle of the vbscavaiione
wade dunlng oun vialt 2o the axea,
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LOCATION AN ARLA

The vitlage Nelo L4 situatel in the civit Diatadct of Hounak &
of West Bengal undex the Panchta Potice stailon of Jata=
Blswanathpun Panchayal,

/£ o0 happencd that on Iad June 1988 anound 8,30 = .00 hxss
Ln the moxning the tocal pevple were collecting the 'Hogla
graso’ when they heand an wnusual tustling aound inside the
bushs Some of the enthusiaxie crawled dnoide and they found
Luo huge cat like animale locally knoun ad ‘Bagh' wene
playfully mblng one anothex which in thelx view was ¢
pAe~wating cwndll.)). This idea can neithex be accepted ox
dejected olnce titite Lo havun about the breeding seasvn oX
bareeding habliae of thie animal (Fishiny catl. Then at the
slyht of the advanclng villogexs the anlmats made a mock
charge gnd the wlllagens fled, Laten they ounrxou nded the
axea and atult«édf beating the yxase in oscaxch of the animalas,
o wexe beaten down and died on the followiny day white
they were caxnled to the Panchta P.5.

An interaciion wiih the villagexs acveated that Fiohiny cat
ie a veay common anlmal of the anea who L& distinguished
by Lts ueual habld of megulaa caille tifting vhich wiyht
peahaps be an laaginative fabaication.

Wg Lound that the area sacms Lo have 5-6 distinct puiches of
'Hoyta Grass' each comprislng of 8=10 vighae of tand,.

Thesa *Hogla' patches locally hnown as Hogla=Buri ie
uasally a ftat low tand wlth a depression in the widile
which uoally undex watex of arvund 20=2% inches depth.

The 'Hogta®’ bladie usually aeaches upto 8=10 fi, in height
and grows Ln thick denaity in beluween.
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The paicies can be named as A,5,C,0,8 £/ and A La the neantest
vitlage whitle EJF Ls the most distant one Laom the wamal
distance from one paich 2o anothex witl be 250 netens(appavxe)
(Deecalbed in Diagrant) (The cats were slghted and hitted

in (Patch A) pu gmarks of the Fiahing cat weire agcorded faom
two euch paidl.ga A &C}.

* A neoting and feeding place of the animal was Lourd in patch
A It io a lunnel tike buxivi, purallely placed to the gavund
ot an elevation of # tnches from the gavund with « anifonn
radiue of about 8 lncheas. Pugmarhe wene scen at the entixance
of the tuxaow and there wexe some Reaulniny of a village hen
which wae lifted taet veck, Since ouch lurrowtsn, o neoting
habit of the animal Lo leos haven tv wes Jo I wutd avold
to wake any commend on this (Vescnibod dn Diayraw 2).

Thouyh it fhae. been said that f[Lshiny cats have becn sighted

Lxow altwost all the paiches bu thie doeco not neceosantly

mean that each of these paiches Lo sustaining a popslution

of thia animal. /It may , in fack, thene L4 a prucliee of
collecting of Hooghla grass:sd Lox xeat thatchiry and othex
domestic puirpoacas These axe collecied avtalionally frvu each

of the patches and il way 40 happen that the anlmals waiy move
aotationally Lxom one patch to anothex subjact 2o heavy

demoy raphic presssxe ox human Lntnasions Put to establish &
the came a detailed in depth study on the oubject is necesoarye

Jt Lo also dufinite that Zhe animuls su ol be naving
atdernalive sheliers as becuu s zthe Hogta patches gels bu bwenged
undex wvaten upio Il [t Lrom mid July onvaxda and Aewmaine &0

uptitd end Septeunben du ning the mordvon, The possible altlerna=
tive can be the tocal buxrial

SO e

ground which xeddaict fuman intau slon
in the anea and may provide a good oheliex fox the aniunale.
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As pex tocal informatlon goes the arca oustains u population
of Jachat(lr’u_tpe.o valpes), pancupuuc(ifyau.x Indica), smatt
! ndian Civet Vivealcuta Indica) and Patm Cived (Paradoxso rua
he xmaprodiiu s} Savoth [ndian alter{lutna tutxa Five stayped
sgudral{Penunben tas Penmati)s The bisd tile in the anca
is aleo quiet adch and a checklist of biands alyhted during
the ixlp hae been enclosed hencuwith,

We feel ceatain \abéeavatlona in the object ohoutd be made
which can be oummarioed as the Lollowingi=

An indepth Ecu-blological study of the animal sioutd be
conductod with propen caphasio on its ecoluyy, «tholuyy,
phyodolog yypopu tation dyramice, Puvpea cuphasie shoald b |
given 2o the foodhabite, praying methods food reqireaenia,
the avaitabitity vl feod and ito udilisution struteyy oshould~
ateo be ostudicd, Luphaal e choutd auleo be gyiven vn ite bresling
hablte and seasone, breeding potenticl, populution sdaucéune,
bixth xate and moataliiy xate,

Secondly, lange scale auareness proyrumae shoutd be conducited
in the adjvining vitlagess which has itneady been initiated by
us by dletalbuting leaflets and posleso populax taths and audio=
vimal shows oshoutd atav be axxanged in the axea in oxden to
educate and wotivaie the local people,

/2 io aleo suygesied Lhat some of the animale lihe fiohing cal
Palam cinet, and poarcupine etc, can be Zaapped and hept Ln the
Nelo village for geting exhibiied, Though 2his swunds somewhai
unconveniional bui this will daaw cavwd from the nearby vitlageo
which will in tuan agyxcygate and elevate the status and prestliye
of the Melo Qiltuge and 2he habitante witl naturally take the
initiative 2o save theix valuable healtage,

L P./s
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Thindty, we donot uyice 2o the preposlion of Lxapplng

and taanelocating the animates to any sancluany ox prolected
fForxest. /natead of 2hat without dituting the ataluas of
Conseavaiion areas this parxticulax axea can be brouyht
undex the oupexvision of 2he Jala Panchayet who will be
delightid eith the redponalblility of grcscnving the

"axea wiih the aid of the state Foreot dept, Paoviaslonas
#outd be made 2o effect Coupensation 2o all damages
Caused by the xesident witdtife of the arca Lrom the
Govd, Moreovex, if the Gove, appavves and agrees Lo be the
nodal point we aleh 2o xendex ounx asdeialance both in cash
on dn kind in forme of Coupensalion L9 wuvetd such dumiges,

To conclude with ve slncenily hope 2hat the Govet, wite
considen vunx PAvposale in due time and take all necessany
actione accomdingly,



CHECKLIST OF SiswALS AxD 81705 RECORDED
DURING CUR VISIT OF 25.6,.88

MA MMA L
1. Five otayped squixal.

;‘3! FN/AY

1. Stoth bitted hinyflishen
2, White Breasted hingliohex.
3o Pied ilynae

4. Coumon Nynae

5. Tallox Bixd.

6. bBaya oa Weaven Lind,

7. Paddy bixd,

8., Magpic Rabin

9. Red Vented butbut

10, Red whiokened bulbul.,
11. Gow pheasent,

124 Koel.

13, Cutite ELyned

14, Btach headed Caioles
15. Jpodt fod Uoves

16, Tace Pie.

17. Grey L2,

18, Gotden Bached Woudpeckesn
17. dxongo

20, Caimaon Breaded Barbel,



11,

O
R . J"/ HQ%‘Q ’\)a'lc‘l\e.{,

V!
o p
v \l B
NITIIR
/r’ ot
A

C.

J)iaamm h.

' U MfiLo wu._A;r..

-
-
Ao
/ -
J
[
i

e b LYy

b 1‘ ¢ o} ke Fishing Cud

Dio a'mm B



;3
. By "ARKS OF F!s.unv‘g a7

| - A S o
These i’uamcal-d, wéne Celieclsd f‘frm ot B

Qa‘i.



