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ound colour varie ; i
yellowish-buff and the whole body 1s handsomely marked 7
with solid black spots- These are smaller on the lower part {
of the legs and coalesce into one of two bros:d longlfudmal !
streaks in the region of the scapulars. The tal! bears }rregular O
black spots except for its extreme distal portion which )
bears one or tWe indistinct rings and a black tip. The fore- P
head also is patterned with four or five vertical narrow b!ack ‘;\\\
stripes in contrast to the spots on the forehead of Felis libyca. ‘.\' e i
The belly fur is creamy-white and long and silky in winter S
coat with a few scattered black spots- The backs of the ears i
are black with conspicuous circular white spots which pattern >

(Felis viverrina), Tiger (Panthera r/""'

/

occurs in the Fishing Cat

tigris) and Marbled Cat (Felis marmorata). The naked {
rhinarium is reddish-brown. The iris is pale golden-green and Wn\r,___g}
there are well developed white vibrissae. There is also a con-
spicuous area of black hairs surrounding the inner corners
of the eye and a broad irregular black streak extending from
the outer corner of the eye t0 the base of the ear.

The population inhabiting Pakistan is referrable to the fel hangsleqsis ] Known disribution
Subspecies Felis bengalensis trevelyani which is distinguished ML Frobabls:range
by its comparatively larger size, and paler greyer ground gelistvergna/k known distribution
colour to the pelage with longer fur. Specimens from the
extreme north (Gilgit) are much bigger than domestic cats
and more grey in colour. Specimens from the Murree Hills
are slightly smaller and more creamy-yellow’in body colour.
A female from Dunga Gali had the head and body length
53.5cm (21in.) with the tail 27cm (10.6in.), the hind foot
11.5cm (44in.) and the ear 4.5¢cm (13in.). There are no
fresh measurements ayallable for specimens from Gilgit but
m trade skins they are considerably bigger than
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Zzsg::ise;h;t Ite:lserrnh'kely that this forest dwelling ca
gl aiadin ireel anfng so far south into regions whic;
L g Fe;sb or many hundreds of years. Sincar;fear
g s and | . libyca 'have been known to hybridi i

, these heavily spotted specimens from ézi:u;mh

judging fro
the measurements gi i i :
weight varies ftzmgzl.‘frtl: (?;ctgh(lss giriglall?)ah e Kohistan and Las Belas may represe
: : Kfpulation of F., libyca thoughpthc ;:rt‘ aln ul?usually marked
gle s 1 )
B i Status: gal;:;l;;: labelled from Las Belas appears to glel;cfl};se i? e
~ Distrib ‘ yassocia.ted ;h:l .Leolpard Cat is a forest Exm; — en-
¥ Acsoc with Himalayan moist tempe -limitally the Leopard C
in but it has penetrated into Himalayanpd:atc warmer tropical forests ofpsouth z:etxlt:‘,‘ds. throughout the
» f-f'l!tthe,r ot y the Philippines, Malaysia, Borneo ’; Asia mch_ldmg Indonesia,
In India it is confined to ,thc f e China and Ses
orested regions of the Himalayas

fur this cat has been highly
ted so that it has be pon ln_dia and Assam (Prater i
i henitsin ;Tl?i? subspe&;nes with rather paler brl)ivgr:ssl:‘slnoigsm P/ B
fl)ncct:;rs An the deciduous oak forest regign o;:il(::hlts pclgc i
s nct Rl:sur and USSUFI.BaSil:l (Bobrinskii et al., 1922;5)[. SNlil:relm
i ;lalr: authorities still refer to this subspecies as Fel)z;
Ao theoﬂ:).lov et al., 1963, and Flint et al., 1965).
A mhof the Leopard Cat fetches a high price,
i 2o Pcshaww fenever encountered by local hunters. [n
e aar ull("trader (Pcrs. comm.) stated that he sel
‘of Khyber and r]\(y skins of th1§ cat from the surrounding hills
o urram agencies whereas he formerly used t
] uy specumens from these regions. However such
a.llagé g:::t?m big stocks of skins of this species, which
o Tom §wat a‘nd Dir and it is in danger of b
textinct in Pakistan region if there is no restric:
ade in its pelt. It must, however, be recognize
g.,ﬁ Cat has a wide distribution in other parts
. il still relatively common in regions such as
alaysia (Gee, 1964 and J. Harrison, 1966)

Leopard Cat is seldom encountered be:
nocturnal in habits and lives in areas of
ative cover, They climb trees frequen™y



. to be more arboreal than any other wild cat
utbeh“‘d tan. By day they may shelter in some

and in Pakis :

’gaesfo""d » occasionally in a crevice under the roots of

pole in l;':: orn rocks. They appear to feed principally on
or betwee

a tree

ably also hunt Wood Mice (Apodemus
small birds, b:t[_?l':‘i:;l;l;‘_]:ilrsrcls (Hylopetes spp.) \f’hich fre-
gylwn'vus) an habitat. In parts of India as well as Malaysia
' R for attacking and Killing domestic
o(onon\hw_;.; and J. Harrison, 1966).
d'ing apparently normally [‘.l‘.iL‘S place in the
: 4 summer months (Prater, 1965) with two to three
spring A0 - he normal litter size. In south India a litter of
kiteens bcnpy!‘ : ered in May (Sterndale, 1884). They have also
four was d:L:j“ai in[crbreéding with domestic cats (Sterndale,
been rccﬂ'lf‘hiv }{a\’f been successfully bred in captivity
1968'). Nothing is known about the breeding of this
kistan but it is presumed that th.ey br_ecd Or,‘ly
wing to the severeness of the winter in regions
this species occurs. Five litters from fmc captive brged-
-\\'hcrc‘ were produced in successive years, in March, April,
ng Palrd August and in each case comprised three kittens
Junc 20 1968g) In spite of leaving the kittens with the
(Dat::r‘ e lz.months a second litter was produced. In one
.mOt the pair bred twice in the year, in March and early
. ut E is noteworthy that the March litter was not

they are 1
chickens (Jerdo
In India bree:

op- cit.).
(D:l[hC.

species in Pa
once a year o

August, b .
sfully reared. ) :
Suc;f:ny ax)xlthors indicate that the Leopard Cat is particularly

savage and untameable in captivity (see, for example,vjerdon.
1874; Finn, 1929; and Prater, 1965). However there is an
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account of a female obtained as a Kitten in north Bengal
(India) which became completely tame and even affectionate
(Gee, 1962). This cat appeared to like water and it swam
readily. By day she preferred to sleep in the branches of a
tree ignoring the box provided for her. It is noteworthy that
captive specimens in East Berlin Zoo preferred sleeping at
the extremities of branches rather than the nesting box pro-
vided and they appeared able to relax and sleep in fantastic
postures (Dathe, 1968).

An adult female shot at Dunga Gali was encountered sitting
motionless on a forest path just at dusk. Its stomach was
empty but contained several unidentified parasitic round-
worms about 35mm (1.4in.) in length. Specimens in captivity
have lived up to 13 years.

FELIS VIVERRINA

Felis viverrina
44).

Bennett, 1833; Fishing Cat (see Illustration

Description: The Fishing Cat is broadly classed among
the smaller cats and the small rounded ears with black dorsal
surfaces bearing conspicuous white patches show its close
affinity with Felis bengalensis as also the relatively long nar-
row skull. Here, the resemblance ends, however, because the
Fishing Cat lacks the long legs and graceful lines of Felis ben-
galensis and an adult male appears quite massive and powerful
with a deep body and relatively short thick tail. An adult
male can weigh as much as 11.3kg (25lb) and a specimen







Sujawal, conu:e? of a rough in a dense
thicket of Phragmites. The remains of a Coot (Fulica atra)
and a Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) were found in this
nest (J. A. W. Anderson, pers. comm.).

Zoo captives have been described as excessively wary, so
that their normal behaviour is difficult to observe (Ulmer,
1968). Mr. Blyth in Jerdon (1874) stated that he had kept
several specimens which became quite tame and J. A. W.
Anderson kept a male for over three years from the time it
was a small kitten, secured near Haleji. This specimen was
affectionate and could be handled freely by its owner. It
climbed trees well and enjoyed swimming when taken near
water. At this time I observed it swimming with its head
well clear of the water and using both fore and hind legs
with the tail acting as a rudder. It was never heard to ‘purr
but occasionally at night-time it would call in a rapidly re-
peated ‘eh-eh-eh’ (J. A. W. Anderson, pers. comm.). F. A.
Ulmer (1968) described a similar call emitted by the male at
Philadelphia Zoo during the mating season. Captive specimens
have lived 10 years (Dover, 1933).

)

Genus PANTHERA  Oken, 1816

Very large and powerful cats with the larynx modified to
allow great distension at the back of the mouth for resonance.

Key to the Subgenus PANTHERA

Dorsal profile of skull flattish with no concavity where the
muzzle passes into the frontal interorbital region. (See Fig.
44.)

Key to the Pakistan Species of PANTHERA

(a) Pattern of body fur consisting of black spots arranged
in rosettes against a tawny-buff background. No pro-
minent black stripe from inner corner of the eye to
the mouth. Tail relatively slim.

... Panthera pardus

(b) Very large size. Body with orange-tawny ground
colour and thin vertical black stripes.
... Panthera tigris
PANTHERA PARDUS

Pantbh

us  Linnaeus, 1758; Panther or Leopard
1ust 45).

Meyer, 1794
r  Pocock, 1927
Pocock, 1930

Fig. 44 Lateral view of skulls showing difference between
Snow Leopard and Panther.
A. Panthera uncia. Note less prominent sagittal crest
and dished or concave profile in front of orbits.
B. Panthera pardus. Note relatively smooth convex
profile of skull in region of temple.

Description: The Panther, belonging to the group of large
cats, is too familiar an animal to warrant detailed description.
A large male may stand up to 66cm (26in.) at the shoulder
and measure 117cm (46in.) head and body length. The tail
which is long and slender averages about two-thirds of the
head and body length, but can vary considerably in individual
length. Dunbar Brander (1931) records a variation from 71—
96.5cm (28—38in.) in tail length of Indian specimens. Pan-
thers from the more arid regions of Baluchistan weigh not
more than 40kg (901b) and measure 91.5cm (36in.) from
nose-tip to root of tail. Large specimens from India have
been killed weighing as much as 69kg (1521b). Females are
invariably smaller weighing about 6.8kg (151b) lighter than
males.

The panther has a deep, laterally compressed body with
comparatively short stout legs and very broad massive fore-
paws (see Fig. 45). The neck is thick and muscular and the
muzzle rather long and broad. The short rounded ears are
black on their dorsal surface with conspicuous round white
spots. The body colour varies from a golden orange colour
to a paler greyish-fawn closely marked all over with black

rosettes comprised of four or five concentric spots. Specimens



