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Status and distribution of
smaller cats in Myanmar

Camera-trapping in many areas across Myanmar shows that of six smaller cat spe-
cies, leopard cat Prionailurus bengalensis, mainland clouded leopard Neofelis neb-
ulosa and Asiatic golden cat Catopuma temminckii remain widespread in the larger
remaining forested landscapes. Marbled cat Pardofelis marmoratais somewhat less
widely distributed or not so well documented by this survey method. Landscape-
scale threats such as habitat fragmentation by mega-development projects may be
significant threats to these four species. The remaining two species - fishing cat
Prionailurus viverrinus and jungle cat Felis chaus — may need specific conserva-
tion actions to ensure their national survival. Most cats are completely protected by
existing wildlife law in Myanmar, but the legal status of fishing cat, leopard cat and

jungle cat should be clarified.

Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) in
South-east Asia covers 676,581 km? within
9°53'-28°25" N/92°10'-101°10" E. It is 2,195
km from north to south and 948 km wide in the
central part. Elevation varies from sea level to
5,881 m in the northern mountain ranges bor-
dering China. As classified by MacKinnon &
MacKinnon (1986), it contains parts of three
sub-regions of the Indo-Malayan Realm: the
Indian sub-region (6% of the country) bor-
dering Bangladesh in the west and India in
the north-west; the Indochinese sub-region
(91%), with a long common border with Chi-
na, Lao PDR and Thailand, and the Sundaic
sub-region (3%), bordering Thailand. Myan-
mar retains large tracts of old forest, with
46-48% of the country’s land area being for-

ested (Harris et al. 2012), among the highest
proportion of forest cover of any South-east
Asian country (Leimgruber et al. 2005, Stibig
et al. 2007). The human population in 2001
was estimated to be 51.14 million, increas-
ing at about 2% per year (Central Statistical
Organization 2001). This high growth rate
and the export of timber as a source of hard
currency are causing rapid encroachment of
some remaining natural habitats (Leimgruber
et al. 2005, Tordoff et al. 2005). Many rural
people in Myanmar trade and eat wildlife
(Martin 1997, Rao et al. 2002, 2005, Tordoff
et al. 2005). The country’s common borders
with China (itself a large sink for traded wild-
life, including many small cat species; Li Yim-
ing & Li Dianmo 1998, Li Yiming et al. 2000,
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Fig. 1a. Recent locality records of tiger and
leopard, based on camera-trap records.
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Fig. 1b. Recent locality records of cloud-
ed leopard, based on surveys in SOM Tb.

Bell et al. 2004) and Thailand (Martin 1997,
Martin & Redford 2000, Shepherd & Nijman
2008) must be a powerful driver for wildlife
hunting. Logging, overhunting, and destruc-
tive agricultural practices have spurred sig-
nificant declines in wildlife and natural habi-
tats (Rao et al. 2002). Eight species of wild
cats (tiger Panthera tigris, leopard Panthera
pardus, clouded leopard, marbled cat, Asi-
atic golden cat, fishing cat, leopard cat and
jungle cat) are confirmed to occur in Myan-
mar. According to Myanmar's Protection of
Wildlife and Wild Plants and Conservation
of Natural Areas Law, 1994 (Myanmar For-
est Department 2003), five species of cats
(tiger, leopard, clouded leopard, marbled cat
and Asiatic golden cat) are “Completely Pro-
tected” (i.e. with penalties for illegally killing
involving fines of up to 50,000 kyats, i.e. ca.
50 US$, and up to seven years in prison). The
second and third protection categories, that
of "Normally Protected” and “Seasonally
Protected Species”, contain no cat species,
leaving fishing cats, leopard cats and jungle
cats unprotected. Reports or suggestions of
occurrence of snow leopards Panthera uncia
and flat-headed cats Prionailurus planiceps
in Myanmar, while plausible, have not been
confirmed (Rabinowitz & Saw Tun Khaing
1998, Wilting et al. 2010). This compilation
of records from Myanmar discusses distribu-
tion range, natural history and conservation
status of the six small cat species recorded
in the country, based largely on previously un-
published data gathered between 1999 and
2011 by camera-trap surveys. It is supple-
mented by the examination of wild animal re-
mains in hunting camps, villages and markets
and other incidental information. Structured
research on distribution, habitat preferences,
ecological attributes and population status of
small cat species has barely been conducted
in the country.

Survey areas

The surveys covered areas in northern, west-
ern, central and southern Myanmar selecting
habitat-blocks potentially able (based mainly
on large extent of natural habitat) to support
tigers (the main aim of survey at all sites
excepting Hkakaborazi, Hponkanrazi and
Naungmung; Lynam et al. 2008, 2009) and/
or other threatened large mammals (Fig. 1).
In total, 19 areas were surveyed in a roughly
comparable manner. Two further areas were
visited but not camera-trapped, Thaung Dut
Reserved Forest and Nankamu Reserved For-
est. Some large regions of Myanmar were
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not surveyed due to their inaccessibility at
the time, notably most of the east, e.g. east-
ern Shan State, Kayin State, Kayah State and
Mon State, and hence some regions poten-
tially important to threatened large mammals
were not covered. The wide altitudinal range
of 20-3,750 m was surveyed. All survey areas
were within large (at least several hundred
square kilometers) tracts of evergreen or
semi-evergreen forest except Lemyathna &
Ingabu which are entirely deciduous, while
Momeik & Mabein, Panlaung & Padalin and
Bago Yoma Swa Chaung consist of (semi-)
evergreen forest mostly restricted to riverine
strips. Other survey areas were adjacent to
large stands of deciduous forests, e.g. Ma-
hamyaing and Alaungdaw Kathapa. Large
areas of grasslands and wetlands occur
only in Hukaung Valley and montane scrub/
rock habitats in Hkakaborazi National Park.
Smaller parts of several other areas include
hill grass in Paunglaung catchment, season-
ally flooded grasslands in Tanintharyi and
montane scrub/rock in Saramati Taung. The
Paletwa (Mayu river catchment) survey area
has such extensive bamboo (khayin-wa Me-
locanna bambusoides) patches that bamboo
covers nearly 60% of the total area; semi-ev-
ergreen forest occurs mostly in ravines. The
Myinmoletkat Taung survey area (Pe Chaung
Catchment) has only 30% evergreen forest,
amid secondary growth from shifting cultiva-
tion (30%) and Areca palm plantation (40%).
Even so, in all these areas except Lemyathna
& Ingabu (which had a very low survey effort)
and Panlaung & Padalin, camera-trapping
was predominantly in the evergreen forest.
Most areas held a mix of old-growth and re-
cently disturbed vegetation, but Lemyathna &
Ingabu and Tanintharyi both lacked extensive
old-growth forest. Survey areas were under
various land designations and, consistent
with the purpose of the surveys, some sites
were declared as protected areas as a result
of the information generated. All are identi-
fied here under their current management
status.

Methods

Camera-trapping

Camera-trapping was the primary survey
technique, using heat-and-motion-sensitive
CamTrakker™ units (Camtrak South Inc., Wat-
kinsville, GA, U.S.A.). These were deployed
in 19 survey areas between 23 June 1999
and 16 June 2011; some survey areas were
visited more than once (Supporting Online
Material SOM Table T1). Each survey area
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Fig. 1c. Recent locality records of mar-
bled cat and Asiatic golden cat, based
on surveys in SOM T6 and T8, excluding
camera-trap records from Tanintharyi NR.

was so extensive, and, in many cases diffi-
cult of access, that only parts of it could be
camera-trapped. Traps were deployed 1-3 km
apart, with the co-ordinates of each recorded
with, in the worst cases +100 m accuracy,
using Global Positioning System (GPS) de-
vices. Altitudes were calculated from these
co-ordinates using the United States Geo-
logical Survey's SRTM 90 digital elevation
model and should be regarded as indicative
only. No habitat information relevant to the
home-range scale was recorded specific to
the camera-trap site. Microhabitats are re-
vealed in the photographs, but because cam-
eras were often selectively set along stream-
beds, trails and ridges, and at saltlicks, pools
and other areas of good visibility, they are
not highly informative on overall habitat us-
age. The date and time of exposure were
imprinted on most images. Most camera-
traps were set in relatively remote areas, in
many cases at least several days” walk from
the nearest road. Concentration in evergreen
forest resulted in a low sampling of spe-
cies from deciduous forest and non-forest
habitats. Camera-traps were set at 45-50 cm
above ground, an ideal height for tigers, and
probably suitable for all cat species of My-
anmar. They were set to function by day and
night. Camera-trapping covered all seasons,
but no individual site was surveyed around
the year. The survey effort in most areas was
from several hundred to several thousand

Fig. 1d. Recent locality records of leopard
cat, based on surveys in SOM T10, exclu-
ding additional camera-trap records from
Tanintharyi NR.

trap-nights (SOM T1). The surveys were not
designed for small cats, so the results need
to be interpreted with caution (Than Zaw et
al. 2008). No baits/lures were used. Non-
independent events were those where a
given camera-site recorded what may have
been the same individual animal on multiple
frames with successive images separated by,
arbitrarily, half-an-hour or less. All statistics
of number of photographs refer to number of
independent events, not the actual number of
images. Any number of animals on a frame
constituted only one event.

No surveyor had access to a suitably large
skin collection to make reliable identifica-
tions. Hence, original identifications of all
cat photographs were reviewed by the team
supported by J. W. Duckwaorth, S. |. Roberton
and R. J. Tizard. Species presence in most
of these camera-trapping survey areas was
listed in Lynam (2003: Appendix IX) before
this identification review: In case of discrep-
ancies between this document and Lynam
(2003), the present listing should prevail. All
photographs are archived at the Wildlife Con-
servation Society’s Yangon office.

Other sources of recent records

Additional information resulted from a non-
systematic search for dead or live animals
in villages, hunting camps, rural markets
etc. Such records were used only when
photographed, and with the identifications
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Fig. 2. Asiatic golden cat, grey form
recorded in Ali-aung village.

reviewed as with camera-trap photographs.
Very old relicts that could have come from
anywhere are mostly not presented here. This
method was particularly used in Hkakaborazi,
Hponkanrazi and Naungmung. In other sites,
the little time spent by survey teams in vil-
lages gave few opportunities to find such ani-
mals. Other potential non-invasive methods
widely used with other mammal groups have
major drawbacks with small cats. Signs are
difficult to identify to species level in such a
species-rich group. As with signs, there is no
objective evidence that local reports of small
cats to the species level are generally reliable
(and abundant anecdotal evidence that gross
errors are frequent), therefore such reports
are not used here. Direct field observation of
live animals by experienced observers could
generate reliable data. However, small cats
are very rarely encountered, limiting the suit-
ability of such method. A search for other re-
cent records of small cat species from Myan-
mar located only Su Su (2005), Thaint Thaint
Myo (2007), Shepherd & Nijman (2008), My-
int Maung (2011) and incidental mention in a
few grey literature sources (Nay Myo Shwe
2011). Unpublished records were sought from
experienced colleagues, to extend the infor-
mation base for the country.

Historical records

Historical records were assembled from
published sources mindful of the cautions
discussed in Than Zaw et al. (2008), which
source contains a gazetteer of coordinates
of the historical localities. Localities not in-

Fig. 3. Asiatic golden cat, tristis form
recorded in Tahundam.

cluded in Than Zaw et al. (2008) are provided
in the supplementary gazetteer (SOM T2).

Results and discussion

Species accounts

Clouded leopard

Geographical distribution

Clouded leopard was the second-most com-
monly recorded cat with 111 independent
events (SOM T3) from 13 survey areas (Fig.
1b). Additionally, there were two skins from
Hkakaborazi, a skin from Hponkanrazi, three
skins from Naungmung survey area (SOM
T4) as well as previous records of skins and
bones from this area (Rabinowitz & Saw Tun
Khaing 1999). There are historical records
from many places: Ya-ma-doung mountains
(between Pegu and Arakan), Bhamo, loca-
tions eight miles west of Toungoo and Htin-
gnan in the Triangle, Upper Myanmar (Po-
cock 1939, 1941), near Maingyaung, lower
Chindwin (Wroughton 1916a), Tavoy, Tenas-
serim, on the bank of Kaukkwe Chaung (Tun
Yin 1967), and the Carin Hills (Thomas 1891).
Peacock (1933: 188) reported the species to
be “very thinly distributed, and generally lo-
cated in dense evergreen forests in the north
and south of Burma”.

Habitat and altitude

Photographs were taken in the altitudinal
range of 20-2,650 m (SOM T5), supporting
the wide altitudinal distribution reported by
Rabinowitz et al. (1987) and Nowak & Para-
diso (1983), with most images between 200
and 300 m. Given the intensive survey effort

in highlands, this may indicate genuinely
greater numbers in the lowlands.

Behaviour

0f 111 independent events, 39(35%) accurred
in daylight (06:01 h - 18:00 h) including six
(5%) in the early marning (06:01 h - 09:00 h),
72 (65%) at night (18:01 h - 06:00 h) including
15(14%) inthe late evening (18:01h-21:00 h;
SOM Figure F1). All camera-trap records were
of single animals on the ground. Diurnal and
nocturnal activity with some increase at night
is consistent with past statements on activity
patterns at single sites (Austin et al. 2007a,
Grassman et al. 2005, Azlan & Sharma 2006).
This behaviour is also consistent with recent
data from 14 sites across Thailand (Lynam et
al. 2013, Tantipisanuh et al. 2014, this issue),
despite other statements that this species is
strictly nocturnal (Pocock 1939, Tun Yin 1967,
Lekagul & McNeely 1977, Prater 1980, Kan-
chanasakha et al. 1998, Christiansen 2006),
or much more diurnal (Guggisberg 1975). As
suggested by Grassman et al. (2005), Ra-
binowitz et al. (1987) and Rabinowitz (1988),
the many records on the ground questions
generalised past statements that this spe-
cies is highly arboreal (Selous & Banks 1935,
Gonyea 1976, Taylor 1989). However, in the
absence of any arboreal survey effort, it is not
possible to speculate on just how arboreal
the species truly is.

Asiatic golden cat

Geographical distribution

Asiatic golden cat was camera-trapped in
12 survey areas with 55 independent events
(SOM T3, T6), occurring from the southern-
most to the northernmost survey areas (Fig.
1c). It was the second-most widely recorded
species, with clouded leopard, which is con-
sistent with historical reports that it occurs
throughout the country (Peacock 1933). Al-
though no camera-trap photographs were re-
corded in Hponkanrazi or Hkakaborazi, skins
were photographed in both places (SOM
T7). Of these, a skin from Ali-aung village
was grey (Fig. 2) and a skin from the village
of Tahundam was of the ‘tristis’ form (Fig. 3):
silver-grey in colour, with buff-speckled black
spots on the back. Lord Cranbrook secured a
similar skin from the Nam Tamai (Dollman
1932), as did Pocock (1941) referring to one,
suggesting that this morph may be restrict-
ed to the far North Myanmar. Several other
remains were recorded (SOM T7). Six inde-
pendent photographs of black Asiatic golden
cat were obtained in five survey areas (Fig.
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Fig. 4. Asiatic golden cat, black form re-
corded in Bumphabum survey area.

Fig. 5. Asiatic golden cat, dark grey form
recorded Htamanthi survey area.

4), and a dark grey one was photographed in
Htamanthi (Fig. 5). These support previous re-
cords of black animals from the Nam Tamai
Valley, dark grey skins from Myitkyina and
the upper Chindwin River, a brown pelt from
Sumprabum and an ochreous tawny one from
Maymyo (Ryley 1914, Pocock 1939). Myint
Maung (2011) camera-trapped one individual
(two photographs) in Tanintharyi Nature Re-
serve at 14°32 N/ 98°15 E on 7 December
2010. Previous records were found from Ht-
ingnan, Shilingkhet and near Goletu village
of Naungmung survey area (Pocock 1941),
Victoria Point, Mergui and Taho, Carin State
(Thomas 1891, Pocock 1939, Tun Yin 1967),
and Pyinmana (Wroughton 1915), the latter
being two skulls.

Habitat and altitude

Photographs came from 170-1,950 m, com-
monly across 300-1,200 m (SOM T6).
Previous records from Myanmar were in
thick or moderately thick forest at altitudes
between 760 m (Tun Yin 1967) and 1,300 m
(Thomas 1891).

Behaviour

Of 55 independent events (including one re-
cord in Tanintharyi Nature Reserve), 19(35%)
were in daylight (09:01 h - 18:00 h) and 21
(38%) were at night (21:01 h - 06:00 h), ex-
cluding nine (16%) in the early morning (06:01
h - 09:00 h) and six (11%) in the late evening
(18:01 h - 21:00 h); this species is cathemeral.

Non-Panthera cats in South-east Asia
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Although Pocock (1939) and many subse-
quent sources reported it as nocturnal, most
other primary reports also indicate a generally
high activity level during daylight (Grassman
et al. 2005, Azlan & Sharma 2006, Lynam et
al. 2013, Tantipisanuh et al. this volume). By
contrast, Kawanishi & Sunquist (2008) found
it to be predominantly nocturnal (69%). One
camera-trap record from Hukaung Valley was
of a duo while all other photographs were of
single animals on the ground.

Marbled cat

Geographical distribution

Marbled cats were camera-trapped in seven
survey areas with 25 independent events
(SOM T1, T8), occurring from the far north
to the southernmost records at about 21°N
(Fig. 1c). Additionally, two skins and three
fresh hunter’s kills were recorded in this lati-
tudinal range (SOM T9). Although Corbet &
Hill (1992) mapped the distribution range of
marbled cat in Myanmar only in the northern
part and three previous records were indeed
from the north, near the village of Ngawar,
in the Nam Tamai Valley and at Naungmung
(Pocock 1939, Tun Yin 1967, Rabinowitz &
Saw Tun Khaing 1999), there are several re-
cent records from much further south, in Tan-
intharyi Nature Reserve. Myint Maung (2011)
camera-trapped one at 14°21° N/98°17" E on
19 February 2011 and Nay Myo Shwe (2011)
photographed one crossing a forest road
at 14°43'N/98°15"E in Aug 2008. Histori-
cally two skins were recorded from Toungoo
(18°56" N/96°26' E), however they were al-
ready prepared when collected and their ori-
gin is not clear (Fry 1929).

Habitat and Altitude

Photographs were taken in the altitudinal
range of 110-2,620 m, predominantly be-
tween 120-600 m (SOM T8); historical re-
cords in Myanmar were at 1,070-1,830 m
(Tun Yin 1967).

Behaviour

0f 27 independent events (including two in
Tanintharyi Nature Reserve), only three (11%)
were late at night (21:00 h - 06:00 h) and two
(7%) in the late evening (18:00 h - 21:00 h);
the other 22 (81%) were in daylight (06:00
h - 18:00 h) including six (22%) in the early
morning (06:00 h - 09:00 h). All camera-trap
records were of single animals. This shows
marbled cats to be predominantly diurnal, at
least in ground-level activity, which is con-
sistent with the findings of some other recent

studies (Lynam et al. 2013), although Pocock
(1939), and after him, many other derivative
sources such as Tun Yin (1967), described
them as nocturnal animals.

Fishing cat

No fishing cats were recorded during these
surveys. Five fishing cats were held in the
Yangon Zoological Garden as of late 2011
(Fig. 6). These are reported to have been bred
in captivity from animals collected in the
Ayeyarwady delta more than ten years ago.
A mount of unknown origin was found in a
souvenir shop in Yangon in August 2011 (Fig.
7). A report of fishing cat (BANCA 2009) later
proved to be a misidentified leopard cat skin.
One of a duo of fishing cats was collected on
the west bank of the Chindwin at Dawazup
near Dalu (Taro), in 1935 (Morris 1936, Carter
1943). Pocock (1939), overlooking this record,
considered that there were no Myanmar re-
cords. A recent intensive camera-trap effort
in Dawazup which lies within the Hukaung
valley did not record fishing cats. Deploy-
ments took place close to Dawazup (ca. 12
km) and to the Chindwin river (ca. 1.4 km). The
lack of camera-trap records, however, does
not necessarily suggest that the species has
declined; habitat use of fishing cats in South-
east Asia is poorly known (Duckworth et al.

Fig. 6. Fishing cat, held in the Yangon Zo-
ological Garden (photographed by Robert
Tizard on 4 September 2011).

Fig. 7. Fishing cat, a taxidermy mount of
unknown origin found in a souvenir shop
in Yangon (photographed by Aung Myo
Chit on 19 August 2011).
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2010, Rainey & Kong 2010) and the cameras
may have been set outside suitable habitat,
given the survey focus on tall forest.

Leopard cat

Geographical distribution

Leopard cat was the most commonly and
widely recorded species (Fig. 1d), occurring
from the southernmost to the northernmost
survey areas, with 151 independent events
coming from 15 survey areas (SOM T1, T10).
There were 11 records of remains (SOM T11)
and two sightings (SOM T12). On one occa-
sion, Su Su (2005) spotlit a leapard cat during
extensive studies on small carnivores in Hlaw-
ga Park during 2000-2003. Thaint Thaint Myo
(2007) camera-trapped eight in Alaungdaw
Kathapa National Park during 2004-2006, and
Myint Maung (2011) had three independent
camera-trap records in Tanintharyi Nature
Reserve, one at 14°32" N/98°15" E in Decem-
ber 2010 and two at 14°03" N/98°14" Ein Jan
2011. Previous records include: six skins from

L SR
Fig. 8. Jungle cat recorded in the village of
Hpu Lum, Khaunglanhpu area (photo taken
by Aung Soe Than on 9 April 2009).

Fig. 9. Asiatic golden cat, leopard cat and
jungle cat skins in the market of Mandalay
(photo taken by Su Su Naing in 2008).

the region of Kindat, an unknown number of
skins from Toungoo (Pocock 1939), a speci-
men from Pakokku, four from Bankachon, two
from Huangyan and Pwepi (Wroughton 1915,
1916a,b,c), and a specimen from Htawgaw
(Anthony 1941). Other specimens originated
from Dalu (1) and Gora (1). Gam Majaw, Man-
tum, Nam Tamai, Goletu, Tasa Hku, Adung
Long collectively had eight (Dollman 1932,
Pocock 1941). Single specimens were record-
ed from Ruby Mines and Maymyo, Northern
Shan state, (Ryley 1914). Further documen-
tation showed specimens from Htamanthi,
Naungmung, Hkakaborzai (Rabinowitz et al.
1995, Rabinowitz & Saw Tun Khaing 1999)
and sightings on the river bank at Kindat as
well as single males sighted in two locations
20 and 40 miles NE and NW of Toungoo (Fry
1929).

Altitude

Leopard cats were recently recorded at alti-
tudes between 150 and 2,010 m (SOM T10),
mostly within 200-400 m (58%). Previous re-
cords from Myanmar were in moderately thick
forest, pine and rhododendron forest between
760 m and 1,830 m in altitude (Pocock 1941).

Behaviour

The 155 independent events (including four
records in Tanintharyi Nature Reserve) com-
prised 131 (85%) at night (18:01 h - 06:00 h)
including 24 (15%) in the late evening (18:01 h
-21:00 h) and only 24 (15%) in daylight (06:01
h - 18:00 h) including 10 (6%) taken early in
the morning (06:01 h - 09:00 h; SOM F2). Al
records were of single individuals. Leopard
cats are nocturnal with significant crepuscular
activity, consistent with most reports (Duck-
worth 1997, Azlan & Sharma 2006, Lynam et
al. 2013). However, Austin et al. (2007b) found
uniform activity patterns during the day and
night with crepuscular peaks.

Jungle cat

No jungle cats were recorded during these sur-
veys. Single skins were phatographed in the
village of Hpu Lum, Khaunglanhpu area in April
2009 (Fig. 8; Aung Soe Than in /itt. 2009), in the
market of Mandalay in August 2008 (Fig. 9; Su
Su Naing /n /itt. 2008), and (freshly hunted) in
the Nawng Ya market in Loikaw in May 2008
(Ohn Mar Ohn in /itt. 2008; all photographs
stored at the WCS Myanmar Program office,
Yangon). Su Su (2005) spotlit a jungle cat only
once during extensive studies on small carni-
vores in Hlawga park during 2000-2003; park
staff reported the species had previously been

more common there. Thaint Thaint Myo (2007)
recorded two skins in Alaungdaw Kathapa
National Park during 2004-2006 and she also
reported it to be common there but the basis
for this assessment was not provided. Past
specimen records came from: the Chin hills
(thought to be common); Mt. Popa; Thayetmyo;
Tagyigin and Yin in the Lower Chindwin; and
Toungoo (Wroughton 1915, 1916¢, Fry 1929).
Elsewhere in Southeast Asia, jungle cats
are strongly associated with open deciduous
habitats (Duckworth et al. 2005, Gray et al.
2014, this issue). The lack of camera-trap and
sighting records during these surveys reflects,
at least to some extent, the focus of camera-
trapping on tall forest habitats and a minimal
effort in habitats suitable for jungle cats. This
is consistent with findings by Than Zaw et al.
(2008) for two other camivore species which
use similar habitats: small Indian civet Viver-
ricula indica and small Asian mongoose Her-
pestes javanicus. However, clarification of this
species’ status in Myanmar is important. The
low number of recent records across Lao PDR,
Cambodia and Vietnam was interpreted by
Duckworth et al. (2005) to indicate a genuine
current rarity of the animal in these countries.
It is possible that the same would be found to
be true for Myanmar.

Concluding remarks

Conservation needs of cat species in
Myanmar

Leopard cats, clouded leopards and Asiatic
golden cats all seem to remain common and
widespread within the larger (>1,000 km?)
protected areas. Provided the protected
areas do not suffer major habitat conversion
or other challenges to their integrity, they
may have no specific in-country conserva-
tion needs. However, as Myanmar develops,
loss and fragmentation of some large intact
forests is guaranteed and indeed has already
begun with projects such as the Dawei -
Kanchanaburi deep sea port and transporta-
tion corridor. Therefore, the status of these
species and their habitats will need to be
reassessed periodically. Fewer marbled cats
were recorded in protected areas. Neither
jungle cats nor fishing cats were recorded
(with no recent records of the latter from any
protected area), and it is plausible that these
species are seriously threatened in Myanmar.
Surveys in suitable habitat for these species
are therefore important to understand their
conservation needs. If snow leopards and/or
flat-headed cats do occur in Myanmar, they
are also likely to be highly threatened.
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National cat species legal status

The legal status of fishing cats, leopard cats
and jungle cats should be clarified in the Pro-
tection of Wild Life and Wild Plants and Con-
servation of Natural Areas Law (State Law
and Order Restoration Council Law No.583/
94.1994), as Shepherd & Nijman (2008) point-
ed out. Leopard cats remain common and
probably do not need any species-specific le-
gal protection (bearing in mind that all hunt-
ing is legally forbidden in large parts of the
country, including the core zones of protected
areas). Fishing cats and jungle cats warrant
the highest level of legal protection given the
rarity of recent records.
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